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Fundamental Analysis of Swinging Wilberforce Pendulum with External Forcing

Yoshiyuki NAKAMICHI 12 Toshio FUNADA?"® Katsuhisa OOBX™ Makoto KAWAKAM| 23
Tatsumi MIYAUCHI?" and Kouji MOCHIZUKI?™

Abstract: In view of various types of pendulums provided at foreign universities and colleges, some representative education
materials are reexamined to show fundamental mechanical phenomena and to step up to higher level of PBL (Problem Based
Learning) resources. As one of such typical pendulums, Wilberforce pendulum is taken up here, whose longitudinal and
torsional modes of oscillation are known to arise from the nature of coil spring and may give rise to near resonance. The
pendulum is allowed to swing in a vertical plane to lead the system to three degrees of freedom. Nonlinear free oscillation is
simulated at near resonance and near the critical. It is found that initial values of the swinging causes the coupling oscillation
among the three oscillation modes and the near resonance occurs in the three modes.
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Fig.1 Wilberforce pendulum.
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mat + k1 (11 —ro) + %1/)1 —myg(cos(fy) — 1)

- mlrléf = —¢, 71 + F, cos(wt), (2.3)
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+ Fy cos(wt), (2.4)
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